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SUBJECT: SISCO-KIFLE MEETING ON US- ETHIOPIAN RELATIONS

1. SISCO CALLED IN AMBASSADOR KIFLE ON DECEMBER 23 TO
DISCUSS CURRENT STATUS OF US RELATIONS WITH ETHIOPIA.
AT OUTSET, SISCO CONGRATULATED KIFLE ON HIS APPOINTMENT
AS FONMIN AND EXPRESSED PLEASURE IN HAVING SOMEONE IN
THAT POSITION WHO KNEW AND UNDERSTOOD THE UNITED STATES
AND WAS AWARE OF OUR FRIENDLY ATTITUDE TOWARDS ETHIOPIA.

2. REFERRING TO DECEMBER 20 POLICY PRONOUNCEMENT OF
ETHIOPIAN REGIME, SISCO INQUIRED WHAT EFFECT, IF ANY,
THIS MIGHT HAVE ON ETHIOPIA'S EXTERNAL RELATIONS. KIFLE
REPLIED THAT ALTHOUGH HE HAD NOT YET RECEIVED OFFICIAL
AMHARIC TEXT OF STATEMENT, HE DOUBTED IT WAS AS DRASTIC
AS SOME REPORTS INDICATED. 	 IN PARTICULAR, HE SAW LITTLE
CHANGE IN ETHIOPIA' S POLICY IN THE INTERNATIONAL FIELD.

3. SISCO THEN RECALLED US AND ETHIOPIA HAD LONG ENJOYED
FRIENDLY RELATIONS AND STATED THAT IT WAS US POLICY TO
CONTINUE THESE FRIENDLY RELATIONS AS MUTUALLY BENEFICAL
AND IN OUR MUTUAL INTERESTS. HE AGREED FULLY WITH WHAT
KIFLE HAD EARLIER TOLD ASSTSECY EASUM( STATE 274799)
THAT ETHIOPIA AND US SHOULD LOOK TO THEIR PERMANENT
INTERESTS AS THE PARAMOUNT FACTOR GUIDING THEIR RELATION-
SHIP. SISCO ASSURED KIFLE THAT WE WILL CONTINUE TO

APPROACH OUR OVERALL RELATIONS WITH ETHIOPIA ON THE
BASIS OF OUR MUTUAL INTERESTS. HE STRESSED IMPORTANCE
OF KIFLE' S CONVEYI NG THIS BASIC US ATTITUDE TO HIS
GOVERNMENT.

KIFLE SAID HE WOULD BE PLEASED TO DO SO, ADDING THAT



HE HAD NEVER DOUBTED US WAS PROCEEDING OTHERWISE. THERE
WOULD BE NO MISUNDERSTANDING RE THE GUIDING PRINCIPLES
OF US POLICIES TOWARD ETHIOPIA AS FAR AS HIS GOVERNMENT
WAS CONCERNED.	 IN FACT, HE HAD BEEN VERY FAVORABLY
IMPRESSED WITH THE WAY USG HAD PROCEEDED, IN SPITE OF
OBVIOUS TEAT DIFFICULTIES, IN CAUTIOUS, PRUDENT,
PROFESSIONAL WAY WITHOUT LOSING SIGHT OF LONG-RANGE
OBJECTIVES AND ACTING IN NO WAY INCONSISTENT WITH PAST
POLICY.

5. SISCO THEN INFORMED KIFLE THAT HE HAD T•
PE	 • 5	 0	 ALW S W •	 • • • •	 a 1	 ,

„KIFLE	 I	 R • "	 A	 S OF THE	 OETHIOPIAN EMBASSY
THE DISCUSSIONS- UN MILITARY ASSISTANCE WHICH HAVE
BEEN HELD OVER A PERIOD OF 17177-71FLE EXPRESSED HIS 
"APPRECIATION AND SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO RESUME, THESE
TALKS IMMEDIATELY Eni l OWI-V-TTARTSTMAS. NOTING THAT OUR

-L'UNTACTS IN ADDIS ARE LIMITED AT THIS TIME, SISCO SAID
THAT WE DID NOT HAVE TOO CLEAR A PICTURE OF GOE' S VIEWS,
BUT HE ASSUMED THAT THINGS WILL BECOME CLEARER AS THE
SITUATION EVOLVES. WE WERE PROCEEDING ON THE ASSUMPTION
HOWEVER  T HAT UNLFS	 s	 ,	 .	 1 • CONTRARY ITS
-?1=TOWARDS US WI L ALSO BE BASED ON fRADITIONAL 

' EMMA	 TERESTS AS IN THE PAST.

6. KIFLE CONFIRMED THAT IT WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT
GOE DID WANT TO MAINTAIN ITS TRADITIONAL RELATIONSHIP

1„1 1:TH US.	 IT WAS FOR THIS REASON THAT HE HAD BEEN
INSTRUCTED TO REMAIN HERE TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS ON

MILITARY ASSISTANCE.	 SITUATI^to TN ETHIOPIA WAS VERY
FLUID, HOWEVER, AND THINGS WHICH LOOK SMALL TO US COULD
LOOK BIG TO NEW MILITARY REGIME. HE STATED THAT
ETHIOPIA' S MILITARY REQUIREMENTS WERE NOT EXTRAVAGANT
BUT WERE THE MINIMUM NECESSARY TO MEET THREAT FROM
SOMALIA. GOE IS DETERMINED TO PROVIDE PROPER DEFENSE
AGAINST 5.....AL„OM T THRvaT.	 KIFLE HOPED, THEREFORE, THAT
USG WOULD BE UNDER-STANDING AND DO WHAT IT CAN UNDER THESE
CIRCUMSTANCES TO BE HELPFUL. 	 IT WAS IMPORTANT, KIFLE
STATED, TO AVOID ANY SIGNS WH	 GH Maillallimanran	 n

Affillwastimmin • 'S	 G HAPPEN TO DISTURB OUR RELATIONS
PERHAPS THROUGH DEFAULT.

7. SISCO REITERATED THAT UNLESS WE RECEIVE POSITIVE
INDICATIONS TO THE CONTRARY, WE HAVENOREASON TO
BELIEVE THAT GOE WANTS ANYTHING BUT GOOD RELATIONS



WITH US. HE AS : D IIFLE THAT AS LONG AS GOE
WANTS  GOOD RELATIONS  USG WI 	 :	 "OSITIVE 

TSUTL( TO14.	 GOE. 

8. KIFLE INDICATED THAT HE EXPECTED TO RETURN TO
ETHIOPIA IN ABOUT TWO WEEKS. SISCO SAID HE HOPED TO HAVE
FURTHER TALK WITH HIM BEFORE HE LEFT. KISSINGER
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